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Design:   

 
For Production and Costume design I will be again working with Ralph Moser and Jeannie Cameron. Ralph 
production‐designed Till Human Voices Wake Us and Strange Bedfellows for us and is wonderful at enhancing 
natural environments, which is crucial on Charlie & Boots. I want to primarily use real locations and hotel rooms, 
museums and diners etc… using only minimal enhancements to these already fascinating locales. The journey our 
heroes take is already dotted with stunning locations and landmarks and many of these will be used on the journey. 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With costume design, realism is the key. We need to absolutely believe that Charlie and Boots are both men of 
the land and their no‐fuss wardrobe needs to express this. From growing up on a farm, I know farmers have a 
very specific look. Very rarely do they actually go out and buy ‘farm clothing’ but what they wear on the farm is 
generally their ‘good’ clothes once they get old. The clothes move from the ‘good’ cupboard to the ‘work’ 
cupboard. This might sound like a trivial detail but give a grounding and understanding where the mindset for 
the costume design (or lack thereof) needs to start. Obviously as our heroes head north the wardrobe changes 
as the properties get bigger and the environment harsher but we need this reality throughout. 
 

 

 

Music / Sound Design:  
 
As always sound design and music is critical in helping set the tone and atmosphere of the film. Musically, I’m 
planning on working with Dale Cornelius whom we worked with on Strange Bedfellows, Till Human Voices Wake 
Us and Torn. Dale is wonderful at understanding a film’s meaning and tone. He is very strong thematically which 
I feel will work very well with the large, open landscapes and vistas but also is effective at gently establishing an 
emotional backbone to the characters’ journeys and getting inside their emotional state. 
 
It is also intended that there will be quite a heavy sound track of classic Australian music playing on the car’s 
stereo. It would be nice if the radio’s music changes slightly as their trip heads north and depending on what the 
local radio station is likely to be into. For example, I know whenever I am heading home to my parents place up 
near Albury, I only have to be on the local station for a couple of minutes before some Cold Chisel is heard. 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If you head north through central NSW the music generally takes on a more country flavour etc… Overall I see 
quite a rich musical sound track made up of classic Aussie music and a large musical score.  
 
On sound design we will once again be working with Mike Slater and Scott Findlay who we have worked with us 
on all our previous films. The ever changing location of Charlie & Boots allows us to explore a really atmospheric 
soundtrack and create a rich, dense soundtrack featuring many of the sounds of the country and wildlife that 
make this country unique. 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Summary: 
 
Ultimately, Charlie & Boots is to be a celebration of a father and son’s relationship and their memories of lost 
loved ones ‐ and two estranged men’s love and support through the many challenges life offers. I have a very 
strong relationship with my own father and much of the relationship being explored by Charlie and Boots comes 
from a very real place for me.  
 
While Charlie and Boots are typically dry and authentic Aussie blokes who struggle to express their emotions, 
they have an incredibly strong love and bond between them and ultimately would go to the end of the world for 
each other. The story, whilst told gently, will ring true to many and reflect on father and son relationships 
worldwide and the struggles these relationships can endure. 
 
I think Charlie and Boots will make a wonderful, memorable team and the audience will empathize heavily with 
them through both their comedic misadventures and emotional journey and awakening.  
 
Charlie & Boots is to be a big, main steam yet heartfelt comedy. It will celebrate the human spirit whilst 
showcasing the best of Australia with two of our most popular comedic actors. 
 
 
Dean Murphy. 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